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claiming; (iv) to revise original non-U. S. claim terminology into more appropriate 
English claim terms having a scope of meaning consistent with the original intended 
language in preparation for U.S. examination; (iv) to remove limitations having an 
effect in a foreign country which is different and unintended under U.S. practice (i.e., 
changing "consisting of to "comprising"); (v) to remove or amend original claim 
language that could be regarded as alternative expressions that are acceptable 
under foreign patent practice but possibly subject to objection under U.S. practice, 
typically having a broadening or neutral effect in the amended claim; and/or (vi) to 
improve the clarity or meaning of the original language. 

In the case of amendments effectively changing an original claim element 
expressed as a "means plus function" that could raise a presumption of claim 
expression under 35 U.S.C. 112, 6th paragraph to a structural expression or to an 
expression removing the presumption of a "means-plus-function" statement, it is not 
intended to narrow the claim so amended for purposes of patentability, but rather to 
place the claim in a form considered to be intended by the applicant from a foreign 
country where claim limitations described in terms of means-plus-function do not 
have the same effect as under U.S. practice. Thus, such amendments are intended 
to establish a full range of equivalents to the claim elements so amended under the 
U.S. doctrine of equivalents and beyond the range associated with "means-plus- 
function" expressions according to 35 U.S.C. 112, 6th paragraph, just as if the claim 
so amended was presented originally in its amended form. 

All rights are reserved to the original disclosed and claimed subject matter 
and any cancellation of claims is made without prejudice or disclaimer. 
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LIST OF CURRENT CLAIMS 

1. (Currently Amended) An apparatus for continuously singling loose sheet 
material, comprising hav i ng a singling unit {§) for singling a stack (4) of loose sheet 
material and a feeding device (2, 3) for bringing a stack (4^ of loose sheet material to 
be singled from a deposit position to a position in which the uppermost sheet of the 
stack can be grasped by the singling unit wherein charact e r i z e d i n that the 
feeding device (2, 3) has a first multiaxially movable feeding element (2) and a 
second uniaxially movable feeding element {3) . 

2. (Currently Amended) The apparatus according to claim 1, wherein 
charact e riz e d i n that the first feeding element (2) brings, by a uniaxial feeding 
motion, a stack of loose sheet material to be singled from the deposit position to the 
position in which the uppermost sheet of the stack can be grasped by the singling 
unit ^ and. by being drawn out of the feeding path (8). unites the stack (+) to be 
singled with a stack (4) to be fed located below the first feeding element (2). 

3. (Currently Amended) The apparatus according to claim 1 , wherein or 2, 
charact e r i z e d i n that the second feeding element {3) brings, by a uniaxial motion on 
the feeding path (3), the stack (4) to be fed from the deposit position to a position in 
which the uppermost sheet of the stack (4) to be fed comes to lie below the first 
feeding element (2). 

4. (Currently Amended) The apparatus according to claim 1, wherein at least 
ono of tho prev i ous c l aims, charact e r i z e d i n that the first feeding element (2) 
assumes the position of the second feeding element (3) by traversing a loop-shaped 
motion path (40) and being inserted into the feeding path (S), and the second feeding 
element (3) returns to the deposit position for receiving a stack f4) to be fed on the 
feeding path (8). 
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5. (Currently Amended) The apparatus according to claim 1 , wherein at l e ast 
one of th e previous claims, charaot e r i zed i n that the second feeding element (S) has 
depressions, and the first feeding element <2) is formed complementary so that it can 
engage the depressions at least partly. 

6. (Currently Amended) The apparatus according to claim 1 , wherein at least 
on e of th e pr e vious claims, charact e r i z e d in that the first feeding element (2) is 
moved into the feeding path below the stack (4^ of loose sheet material carried by 
the second feeding element (3). 

7. (Currently Amended) The apparatus according to claim 1 , wherein at le ast 
on e of th e pr e vious c l aims, charaotoriz e d i n that the first feeding element (2) has a 
deposit surface (11, 1^) which can be rotated and/or opened and/or horizontally 
and/or vertically shifted with respect to other components of the first feeding element 

8. (Currently Amended) The apparatus according to claim 1 , wherein at least 
one of tho prev i ous c l aims, charaotorizod i n that the first feeding element (2) has a 
deposit surface (44) with holes (4^, and a plurality of opposing elements (47) which 
can reach through the holes (4&). 

9. (Currently Amended) The apparatus according to claim 1. wherein at lo ast 
on e of th e pr e vious c l a i ms, charact e rized i n that the deposit surface (44) with holes 
(4^ and the opposing elements (47) can be shifted relative to each other for holding 
to b e abl e to ho l d a stack (4) of sheet material to be singled spaced from the deposit 
surface, and/or the opposing elements (47) can engage the holes of the first feeding 
element (2) to such an extent as to provide a substantially closed deposit surface 
(44) for subsequent application of a loose stack of sheet material to be singled. 

10. (Currently Amended) The apparatus according to claim 1. including at 
le ast on e of the prev i ous c l a i ms, character i zed i n that th e apparatus has one or more 
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sensors which detect the presence of a stack {4) fed by the second feeding element 
{3) below the first feeding element {2), and/or detect the last sheet of a stack to be 
singled, and/or detect a stack (4) to be fed located in the deposit position. 

1 1 . (Currently Amended) The apparatus according to claim 1 , wherein at loast 
on e of th e pr e vious cla i ms, charactorizod in that the first and second feeding 
elements (2, 3) are driven by stationary motors. 

12. (Currently Amended) The apparatus according to claim 1 , wherein feeding 
at l e ast on e of the pr e v i ous c l aims, charact e r i z e d i n that stacks of sheets to be 
singled can b e f e d to the feeding device may be carried out alternatively 
automatically or manually. 

13. (Currently Amended) A method for continuously singling loose sheet 
material, comprising bringing oharacter i zod i n that by m e ans of a f e ed i ng dev i c e (2, 
3) hav i ng a first mu l t i axially movab l e food i ng o l o mont (2) and a second uniax i a ll y 
movab le f ee ding ele m e nt (3), a stack (4^ of loose sheet material to be singled is 
brought from a deposit position to a position from which an the uppermost sheet of 
the stack is grasped and singled by a singling unit 4§) bv means of a feeding device 
having a first multiaxiallv movable feeding element and a second uniaxially movable 
feeding element . 

14. (Currently Amended) The method according to claim 13, comprising 
character i z e d by th e fo ll owing st e ps : 

(a) feeding a stack (4) of loose sheet material to be singled located on the 
first feeding element ^ to the singling unit by a feeding motion of the first 
feeding element ^ on a feeding path from a deposit position to a position in 
which the uppermost sheet of the stack fl-) can be grasped by the singling unit 

(b) singling the fed stack (4^ sheet by sheet by the singling unit the 
stack (4^ being fed by the feeding element such that the particular uppermost sheet 
of the stack (4) can be grasped by the singling unit 
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(c) feeding a stack (4) of loose sheet material to be fed located on the 
second feeding element {S) to singling, by moving the second feeding element 
from the deposit position to a position in which the uppermost sheet of the stack 

to be fed is located below the first feeding element {2), and 

(d) uniting the stack (4^ to be singled and the fed stack <4) by drawing the 
first feeding element ^ out of the feeding path 

15. (Currently Amended) The method according to claim 14, wherein 
oharact e r i zod in that , after the step of uniting the stacks, the following further steps 
are carried out: 

(e) taking over the united stack (7) of loose sheet material by the first 
feeding element (2), whereby the first feeding element (2) assumes the position of 
the second feeding element (S) by traversing a loop-shaped motion path (40) and 
being inserted into the feeding path {S), and 

(f) returning the second feeding element (3) to the deposit position, 

(g) depositing a further stack (4) of loose sheet material on the returned 
second feeding element {3) and then feeding said further stack (4). 

16. (Currently Amended) The method according to claim 15, wherein 
charact e riz e d i n that the traversing of the loop-shaped motion path (40) of the first 
feeding element (2) cons i sts of comprises the following steps: 

(h) perpendicular motion leading away from the feeding path (S), 

(i) motion parallel to the feeding path (S) in the direction of the deposit 
position to a position adjacent the second feeding element (3), and 

(k) perpendicular motion leading to the feeding path (S). 

17. (Currently Amended) The method according to claim 14. wherein at le ast 
ono of c l a i ms 11 to 16, charactor i zod i n that the first feeding element (2) engages 
depressions of the second feeding element (3) when being inserted into the feeding 
path (g). 
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18. (Currently Amended) The method according to claim 14, wherein at le ast 
one of o l a i ms 11 to 1 7, oharact e r i z e d i n that the first feeding element (2) is inserted 
into the feeding path (S) below the stack (4^ of loose sheet material carried by the 
second feeding element (S). 

19. (Currently Amended) The method according to claim 13, wherein at l east 
one of c l a i ms 11 to 18, charact e riz e d i n that a deposit surface (11, 1^) of the first 
feeding element ^ is rotated and/or opened and/or horizontally and/or vertically 
shifted with respect to other components of the first feeding element (2). 

20. (Currently Amended) The method according to claim 13, wherein at le ast 
on e of c l a i ms 11 to 19, charactorizod in that a plurality of opposing elements (4^ of 
the first feeding element (2) reach through holes (4^ of a deposit surface fl4) of the 
first feeding element (2) to hold a stack f4) of sheet material to be singled. 

21. (Currently Amended) The method according to claim 20, wherein at le ast 
ono of c l a i ms 1 1 to 20, charactor i zod in that the opposing elements (4^ engage the 
holes of the first feeding element (2) to such an extent as to provide a substantially 
closed deposit surface (44) for subsequent application of a loose stack of sheet 
material to be singled. 

22. (Currently Amended) The method according to claim 13, wherein at le ast 
on e of c l a i ms 11 to 21, charact e r i z e d in that the presence of a fed stack {4) below 
the stack (4) to be singled is recognized automatically, and thereupon the uniting of 
the two stacks is initiated. 

23. (Currently Amended) The method according to claim 13. wherein at le ast 
ono of cla i ms 10 to 22, charactorizod i n that a stack {4) of loose sheet material to be 
fed located in the deposit position is recognized automatically, and/or the last sheet 
to be singled in a stack (4-) to be singled is recognized automatically. 
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24. (Currently Amended) Use of the apparatus according to claim 1 any of 
c l a i ms 1 to 1 2 for continuous sheet-by-sheet singling of stacks of loose bank notes in 
a bank note processing apparatus in which the singled bank notes are automatically 
checked and deposited. 
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